IMMANUEL’S INSIGHTS
March, 2010

As | write this on February 16", two disturbing pieces of news have come across my desk. A local weather caster is
predicting another 10 to 12 inches of snow sometime in March. This piece of wonderful news | learned shortly after
reading an article in Time Magazine that states that snowier years like this are what we can expect with Global Warm-
ing. | won't go into the logic that leads to this conclusion other than just quote: “There is some evidence that climate
change could in fact make such massive snowstorms more common, even as the world continues to warm.” (Time,
February 10, 2010).

It has been a long, cold, wet, snowy winter. And the lion of March is right around the corner. Some of you have fallen.
Some of you have broken bones. Some of you have smashed up cars and have towing bills to prove the severity of
this winter. Many of you experienced days of darkness and cold due to power outages. Refrigerators and freezers full
of food that must be eaten or cast away! | cannot honestly say that this winter has been more of an inconvenience to
me personally than any other, but that hasn’'t kept me from complaining!

Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights have been hit particularly hard, the two busiest days here at church. We
have not yet had to cancel worship services, even on Christmas Eve, but there has been many a Wednesday night that
has been called off. Confirmation, LYO, Puppets, Choirs and even a meeting or two has been on and off so many
times this winter it's hard to know if we've really gotten anything accomplished for the past three months.

Jesus likely knew a snowy day or two. Jerusalem, the capital, is known to get one or two light snow falls a year, an
inch or two that comes and melts quickly away. Nazareth, Jesus hometown, 90 miles to the north of Jerusalem and in
the hill country, surely got snow every now and then. Snow for Jesus and his contemporaries was more of a wonder
and joy than an irritation, much like it used to be for most of us as a child. An inch or two of snow doesn'’t stop a per-
son when one’s main mode of transportation is walking or if blessed, a donkey. There were no power lines to go down,
no phone lines interrupted, no school or work cancelled. A snowy day in Jesus' day would come and go like most any
other day, with the addition of the wonder of the snow.

The Bible mentions snow 21 times. Most of the time the word “snow” is used to refer to something else, like the snowy
white of leprosy or the snowy whiteness of God’s raiment in heaven. In the Bible the snow falls on both Zalmon and
Lebanon, on both the just and the unjust. Job refers to snow most often, reminding Job that snow too is one of the
things that God has well under control, even as Job’s life was falling apart. The writer of Proverbs 31 reminds us that
the woman of wisdom does not fear the snow, for she has worked hard to clothe her family in scarlet. And both David
in Psalm 51 and Isaiah use snow as a metaphor for forgiveness, an image of God’s grace.

In a few more months the snow will be gone, | pray. Which does make snow a fitting symbol of our sins. Cold and wet
and slippery and dangerous; it's been a hard winter. But soon the Son will shine forth to melt the snows of our winter;
and though our sins be as scarlet, through Christ they will be white as snow.

In Christ’s Loving Service,

Pastor Steve
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2010 CHURCH COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Executive Committee

President: Seth Johannsen bifh@fmctc.com 755-7963 term exp. ‘12

Vice Pres: Nancy Ludwig tludwig@harlannet.com 755-3532 term exp. ‘11

Secretary: Margie Schenck skankfam@harlannet.com 755-3547 term exp. ‘12

Treasurer: Tim Meyer tmeyer@unitedbk.com 235-4786 term exp. ‘11
Education Committee

Chairman: Kate Schechinger schechfarms@fmctc.com 627-4656 term exp. ‘11

Co-Chair: Emily Cundy recundy@harlannet.com 579-6230 term exp. ‘12
Fellowship Committee

Chairman: Gloria Mills emills@harlannet.com 733-7024 term exp. ‘11

Co-Chair: Patti Kumm pkumm@abhomes.org 755-2354 term exp. ‘12
Mission/Outreach Committee

Chairman: Cheryl Chipman chipfarms@fmctc.com 744-3641 term exp. ‘11

Co-Chair: Steve Allen bigredfn@harlannet.com 755-5407 term exp. ‘12
Property Committee

Chairman: Bert Hillers maxkwap@hotmail.com 755-5433 term exp. ‘11

Co-Chair: John Morenz bimorenz@harlannet.com 733-8688 term exp. ‘11

Stewardship Committee

Chairman:
Co-Chair:
Worship Committee
Chairman: Mert Kastens kia@metc.net 755-3248 term exp. ‘11
Co-Chair: Teri Johnson tooltyme@access4less.net 598-6021 term exp. ‘12

OTHER COMMITTEES OF IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Nominating Committee
Craig Olson Gaige Lytle Mary Taggs
Craig.olson@jbsunited.com lyt@fmctc.com taggs@harlannet.com (Two from Council)

Trust Committee

Chairman: George Applegate (2007-2010 1* term) gapple8@fmctc.com 755-5438
Treasurer: David Voge (2009-12 1% term) dnavoge@harlannet.com 755-2279
Secretary: Vicki Errett (2009-12 1% term) verrett@fmctc.com 579-1492
Charlie Cave (2009-12 1% term) cave@harlannet.com 579-1970
Richard Schenck (2010-13 1% term) skankfam@harlannet.com 755-3547
Salem Home Delegates (Feb. 28, 2:00, EIk Horn Lutheran Church)
Don & Clarice AndersenGeorge & Jan Applegate Derald & Patti Kumm
David Pedersen Maggie Hatcher
Heartland District Meeting Delegates Alternate
Mark & Deb Schechinger Steve Allen

Camp Ambassadors
John & Mary Taggs taggs@harlannet.com 755-7966
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I.L.C. W.
Immanuel Lutheran Church Women

March 22—7:00 pm Country Friends Quilters
March 3,10,17,24,31—1:00 pm Hand Quilters
March 10 & 24 —1:30 pm Tying Mission Quilts
March 25th—7:00 p.m. ILCW Meeting
Remember our Servicemen: Deborah’s Circle, 1:30 pm, March 2, 2010
Kelly Kelly, Jonathan Tilk, Scott Larsen Ruth Circle, 9:30 am, March 3, 2010

Rachel Circles, 1:30 pm, March 3, 2010

CHRISTMAS STOCKING WORKSHOP

There will be another workshop on Thursday, March 4th, beginning at 5:00 p.m. until 9:00
p.m. This is a come and go workshop. Come help cut out stockings, furnish fabric and/or
batting, or come and sew. These are for next year’'s West Central Families.

TRACTOR SAFETY

lowa State Extension Office will be conducting a six-week Tractor Safety course at
Immanuel on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., beginning 3/2/10.

TANZANIA SOUP SUPPER AND AUCTION
SATURDAY, MARCH 20TH
6:00 pm, Auction at 7:00 p.m.

LENTEN SCHEDULE
6:00 p.m. Meal
7:00 p.m. Service
Wednesday, March 3rd, Tanzania Committee, serving a cultural meal
Wednesday, March 10th, Council, serving Lasagna
Wednesday, March 17th, L Y O, serving
Wednesday, March 24th, | L CW, serving
Maundy Thursday, March 25th: 7:00 p.m. Service
Good Friday, March 26th, 7:00 p.m. Service
No Saturday Service on March 27th.
Palm Sunday, March 28th, 9:00 a.m. Service
Easter Sunday, April 4th, 7:00 am & 9:00 am Services (Breakfast at 8:00 am)




Immanuel Lutheran Church
LCMC
1700 19th Street
Harlan IA 51537

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office: 755-5207
Office Hours: 9-12 & 1 -4 (M-F)
Pastor Steve’'s Home: 712-249-8931
Fax Number: 712-755-7735
E-mail: ilc@fmctc.com
www.harlanimmanuel.org

Staff:
Pastor Steve Chellew
Youth Director: Chris Trailer
Music Director: Lisa Meyer
Office Manager: Mary Secress
Custodian: Tom Henrich
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MARCH WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Every Saturday—Worship at 5:00 p.m.
Communion on March 6 & 20

Every Sunday Worship at 9:00 a.m.
Communion on March 7 & 21
10:00 a.m. Fellowship/Coffee/Rolls
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 H S am Bible Study
10:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study

A fellowship of believers
Committed to be and become:
Christ-Centered
Bible-Based
Family-Focused
Mission-Minded
In all that we do for the glory of God!
Matthew 28:18-20



